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Savannah, Charleston & 

Jekyll Island 
March 18 – 25, 2023 

8 Days / 7 Nights 
 

Day #1 – Saturday, March 18th: 
 5:30 AM Depart Peoria from Peoria Charter, 2600 NE Adams Street 

 5:55 AM Depart Morton from Wal Mart, 155 E. Courtland Street (behind Culvers) 

 6:30 AM Depart Normal from Schnuck’s off Raab Road, 1750 Bradford Lane.  

We’ll make a ½ hour fast food stop in Leroy at McDonalds. 

 8:00 AM Depart Urbana from Peoria Charter, 1910 N Federal Drive traveling 

southeast towards our first stop in Corbin, KY to overnight.  Note: Don’t 

forget to set your watches ahead an hour as we enter the Eastern Time 

Zone. 

 5:30 PM We arrive in Corbin, check into our hotel for the evening and have a short 

amount of time to freshen up before dinner.  Dinner* is included tonight 

at Bubby’s BBQ.   Then the rest of the evening is free to relax after our 

long travel day. 

 

 

Day #2 – Sunday, March 19th: 
 We depart this morning making a stop in Asheville, NC for a delicious 

Sunday Brunch at the Omni Grove Park Inn*.  Served from Noon – 

2:30 PM with a smorgasbord of things to 

choose from with things like pancakes, avocado 

toast and scrambled eggs to beef, seafood and 

eggs Benedict.  There’s something for 

everyone!  Since the hotels opening in 1913, it 

has hosted many famous & influential people 

such as at least ten U.S. Presidents, including 

Woodrow Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

Dwight D. Eisenhower and George W. Bush to 

other well-known names such as Harry 

Houdini, Henry Ford, Albert Einstein and Billy 

Graham.  Make sure you look around you, you may see someone you 



 

 

recognize!  Our journey then continues on into Charleston, SC where 

we’ll check into our hotel for a two-night stay and enjoy Dinner* at 

Hyman’s Seafood Restaurant.  Hyman’s is a local legend spread over 

most of a city block in buildings that date back to the 1890’s.   

 

 

Day #3 – Monday, March 20th: 
 Breakfast* is included this morning at the hotel and then we’re off for an 

exciting day exploring Charleston!  Today begins with a one-hour 

narrated Carriage Ride* through the historic area of Old Charleston.  

Experience 25-30 blocks of Charleston’s historic downtown district, see 

houses, gardens, mansions, churches & parks, learn about buildings, 

history, architecture, flora and the people that make up the “Holy City” on 

this unique Carriage Tour.  

Next, you’ll have “Free 

Time” at the Old City 

Market for shopping and 

lunch on your own.  It’s 4 

blocks of open-air 

buildings where you’ll 

encounter a wide 

assortment of vendors 

selling high quality 

products including 

paintings, pottery, 

Charleston’s famous sweetgrass baskets, plus both casual & fine dining 

for lunch.  Afternoon finds us enjoying the beauty of the Charleston 

Harbor and learn the rich history of the Holy City while on your Harbor 

Cruise*.  During this 90-minute scenic & relaxing tour, you’ll see over 75 

landmarks & points of interest.  Your licensed Captain will narrate the 

history, sights, and facts about the Charleston Harbor as we pass locations 

critical to United States history.  Afterward, we’ll return to the hotel for a 

brief rest period before going to Dinner* at the Charleston Crab House. 

 

 

Day #4 – Tuesday, March 21st: 
 Breakfast* is included again this morning before we tour* the Magnolia 

House & Nature Tram.  Magnolia Plantation & Gardens is a 500-acre 

estate that was acquired in 1676 by the Drayton Family, whose heirs still 

own and manage it.  The 60-acre garden, one of America’s oldest, dates 

from around 1680 and contains 900 varieties of camellias, 250 types of 

azaleas and hundreds of other flowering species providing year-round 

color.  Included today is the House Tour, Nature Tram, and Boxed 

Lunch*.  Following the tour, we’re off to Savannah, Georgia for the next 

two days.  Upon arrival, you’ll meet your Trolley* at the Visitor’s Center 

for a 90-minute narrated tour* of the historic area.  Founded in 1733, 

Savannah is one of America’s finest preserved cities and considered a 

jewel of the south.  We’ll be transported through more than 280 years of 

American history.  After the Trolley tour, you’ll have “Free Time” to 



 

 

explore Savannah on your own.  We meet up and depart for Dinner* at 

the Olde Pink House – Savannah’s stately Georgian Mansion.  You’ll 

choose from a limited menu once seated.  Following dinner, we check into 

our hotel in the Savannah area for the next two nights. 

 

 

Day #5 – Wednesday, March 22nd: 
 Following Breakfast* we’re off to tour Old Fort Jackson*.  Only 

minutes from downtown Savannah, you’ll experience unique views of the 

riverfront as well as walk the grounds of one of the oldest brick 

fortifications along the East Coast.  Then we visit Pinpoint Heritage 

Museum*.  Located in the old A.S. Varn & Son Oyster & Crab Factory, 

this is your chance to experience the Gullah/Geechee culture firsthand.  

Explore the museum and experience the multimedia presentations along 

with an unparalleled view of the marsh.  Afterward, we visit the Harper 

Fowlkes House*.  Created by Charles B. Cluskey and known for the 

unique “Temple of the Winds columns, richly furnished rooms, important 

oil paintings and original architectural details, you’ll be sure to enjoy your 

visit.  Afternoon finds us at The Service Brewing Company for a tour & 

tasting*.  Service Brewing has helped raise tens of thousands of dollars 

for local, regional & national causes that 

assist our veterans and first responders.  

Afterward, we return to the hotel for a bit 

before enjoying our evening riverboat 

cruise.  Tonight, you’ll step aboard the 

400-passenger River Queen or the 600-

passenger Georgia Queen to have an 

enjoyable evening of dinner, dancing & 

star gazing*.  The Riverboats are replicas 

of the boats that once operated upon the 

rivers of America.  

 

 

Day #6 – Thursday, March 23rd: 
 Breakfast* is served and then we check out and depart for Jekyll Island.  

Upon arrival we’ll enjoy a Guided Tram Tour of the Historic District*.  

The Jekyll Island Club members created an exclusive Gilded Age Island 

retreat for family and friends on this barrier island.  Those empire builders 

shaped our nation’s future, not step into their past.  This guided trolley 

tour of the 240-acre historic district includes entry into a historic cottage 

and admission into the Mosaic Gallery & Faith Chapel at your leisure.  

Following the tram tour, we’re off to the Georgia Sea Turtle Center* 

which specialized in the rehabilitation of injured Sea Turtles.  It offers an 

interactive Exhibit Gallery and Rehabilitation Pavilion with a number of 

viewable sea turtle patients.  We’ll overnight at the Hampton Inn – 

Jekyll Island*.  The setting is quiet and secluded.  Take the boardwalk up 

and over the growth area, through the shade of the sprawling oaks to the 

beach.  Dinner* is included at a local Restaurant. 

 



 

 

 

Day #7 – Friday, March 24th: 
 Breakfast* is included this morning before we check out.  This morning 

we’ll visit the Tidelands Nature 

Center* where you’ll learn about 

many of the native animals on display, 

including loggerhead sea turtles, 

snakes, fish, alligators, crabs and more.  

Your tour also includes a visit to the 

new Shark Tank*.  Afterward, we 

travel towards our overnight stop in 

South Pittsburg, TN.  Upon arrival, 

you’ll enjoy Dinner* at Cracker Barrel 

before checking into the hotel for the evening.   

 

 

Day #8 – Saturday, March 25th: 
 Breakfast* is included before we begin our long travel day home.  We’ll 

make rest and meal stops along the way as needed.  Note: Don’t forget to 

set your watches back an hour as we re-enter the Central Time Zone. 

 5:15 PM Approximate arrival time back in Urbana.  We’ll make a ½ hour fast food 

stop in Leroy before reaching Normal. 

 

 

 6:45 PM Approximate arrival time back in Normal. 

 7:30 PM Approximate arrival time back in Morton. 

 8:00 PM Approximate arrival time back in Peoria. 

 

 

Cost Per Person: 

Single: $3455.00   Double $2695.00   Triple: $2465.00   Quad: $2235.00 

 
Tour Includes:  Transportation, Professional Driver & Tour Hosts, Hotel  

Accommodations, All Attractions & Meals in bold print and marked with an  

asterisk*.   

 

If you feel the Driver & Tour Hosts have done a good job, it is appropriate to tip  

them.  We suggest $4 per customer per day for the Driver & $4 per customer per  

day for the Tour Hosts on this trip. 

 

 

Hotels: 

To Be Determined 

 

 


