
 

PeoriaCharterTravel.com or PeoriaCharterTravelOnline.com 
 

   Rose Jordan-Pauli                      Amanda Schott                    Marci McCarrey                                Beth Terry & Vicki Reid 

   2600 NE Adams St.                    2600 NE Adams Street                  1503 E College Avenue                      825 W. Jackson St. 

   Peoria, IL 61603                         Peoria, IL 61603                            Unit D                                                  Morton, IL 61550 

   (309) 688-9523 x130                   (309) 688-9523 x133                       Normal, IL 61761                               (309) 266-8383 

                                                                             (309) 662-6951 x129                           (309) 688-9523 x245 / x246 

 

 

 

All Things Kentucky! 
      Bluegrass, Bourbon, Bats, 

              Bridles & Biscuits 

        September 25 – 30, 2023 
              6 Days / 5 Nights 

 

Day #1 – Monday, September 25th: 
 5:30 AM         Depart Peoria from PCC Waiting Room, 2600 NE Adams Street. 

 5:55 AM          Depart Morton from Wal Mart (behind Culvers) 

 6:30 AM         Depart Normal from Schnuck’s off Raab Road, 1750 Bradford Lane 

                          Note:  We’ll make a ½ hour break stop before reaching Urbana for a 

pickup. 

 8:00 AM Depart Urbana from Peoria Charter, 1910 N Federal Drive traveling 

southeast towards our first stop in Louisville!  We’ll make a lunch stop and 

take another break stop before arriving in Louisville.  Note:  Don’t forget to 

set your watches ahead an hour as we enter the Eastern Time Zone. 

 2:30 PM Arriving in Louisville, we stop at The Spirit of Kentucky at the Frazer 

Museum*.  We begin our experience with the Kentucky Show* which is an 

exciting, emotionally compelling large screen multi-media experience 

narrated by Ashley Judd that captures Kentucky’s people, culture, history, 

music, spirit and more!  Following the show, you’ll have time walk through a 

magnificent picturesque, covered bridge media experience.  A covered 

bridge-style will lead you to a path of mesmerizing and astonishing scenes 

from all around Kentucky and beautiful Thoroughbred Horses.  And finally, 

you’ll have time to explore the official Kentucky Bourbon Trail Welcome 

Center*.  Here you’ll find a replica of George Washington’s still as well as 

mini displays about distillation and other aspects of the bourbon industry in 

Kentucky.  Don’t forget to visit the new, permanent exhibit – the Spirit of 

Kentucky*.   

 5:15 PM It’s time to departure for our All Things Kentucky Dinner 

along with a Mint Julep*.  Here you’ll enjoy a dinner buffet 

at The Bristol – one of the area’s premier dining destinations 

and a true Louisville original.  While here you’ll enjoy a 

historian/storyteller* tell you all about Louisville & 

Kentucky.  



 

 

 7:30 PM We check into the Radisson Hotel* for our 2-night stay.  The hotel is a full-

service property with an indoor pool, 24-hour Fitness Center, Mini-Golf or 

enjoy an alcoholic drink in the Quarter Pole Lounge.  Enjoy your evening. 

 

 

Day #2 – Tuesday, September 26th: 
 You might want to grab something to nibble on but we will be having 

breakfast at our first stop. 

 7:45 AM We depart for the Churchill Downs*.  We’ll meet our tour guide and walk 

the short distance to the Track Kitchen where you’ll enjoy a delicious 

Breakfast*.  You’ll have a chance to be outside along the rail viewing the 

horses for part of your visit.   

 9:30 AM Following breakfast, we’ll board our coach and we’ll be driven to the front of 

the museum where you’ll be able to tour*.  Here at the Kentucky Derby 

Museum, you’ll have access to two levels of family-friendly, interactive 

permanent & temporary exhibits along with the “Greatest Race a 360-degree 

immersive sound & visual experience that’ll get your heart racing and 

emotions soaring.  There will be a walking tour of Churchill Downs 

Racetrack, a change to meet the 

resident Thoroughbred and Miniature 

Horse and of course access to the 

Finish Line Gift Shop.  Also, while 

here, you’ll design your own Derby 

hat and show off your style.  A 

variety of hats, fascinators, bowlers 

are provided along with all the 

ribbons, bows, flowers, and fanfare – 

you just provide the creativity!  A 

Lighter Lunch* is included. 

 1:30 PM Next, we travel to the Louisville Slugger Museum for a tour*.  Louisville 

Slugger is the official Bat of Major League Baseball.  As you stroll through 

the factory where today’s bats are created right before your eyes, the first 

thing you’ll notice is the world’s largest bat, rising 120-feet in front of the 

museum.  Then, there’s the world’s biggest fielding glove – a 10-foot long, 

17-ton sculpture of prehistoric limestone.  This is a treasure trove of history 

and memorabilia from the greatest players in the game.  Everyone will 

receive a miniature 16” souvenir bat. 

 4:00 PM We depart for the hotel for a chance to freshen up before our evening dinner 

theater. 

 6:00 PM Dinner & Show is provided this evening at the Derby Dinner Theater*.  

Enjoy this “theatre-in-the-round”, one of the largest dinner theaters in 

America.  Dine on a lavish buffet featuring classic American cuisine, then sit 

back and take in the Glitz, Glamour & Good Times of a Broadway style 

musical (to be determined).  Following the show, we head back to the hotel 

for a good night’s sleep. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Day #3 – Wednesday, September 27th: 
 Breakfast Buffet* is served at the hotel this morning before we check out. 

 8:15 AM We board our coach and depart for the short drive to Bardstown, Kentucky! 

Don’t forget to wear your Derby Hats this morning. 

 9:15 AM We arrive at My Old Kentucky Home* which is the name of a hallowed & 

beautiful Kentucky farm with many rich layers of history waiting to be 

explored and experienced.  My Old Kentucky Home is a marvel of elegance 

and charm, as architecturally magnificent today as it was more than two 

centuries ago.  You’ll enjoy a guided tour by costumed guides* that spans 

two floors of the mansion, originally named “Federal Hill”.  The guides will 

sing the sone, “My Old Kentucky Home” for us.  See the 200-year-old 

antique artifacts including paintings, high-style furniture, lavish period décor, 

and the carefully curated interiors of Kentucky’s most famous landmark. 

10:00 AM As an added treat you’ll enjoy a Culinary Biscuit Tour*.  You’ll get to taste 

a variety of flavors as your guide, dressed in antebellum clothing, 

demonstrates the making of the south’s iconic beaten biscuits in the beautiful 

climate-controlled Carriage House.   

11:15 AM It’s time to depart for Lunch* at the Cattleman’s Roadhouse.  This is a light 

lunch of Soup & Salad Bar*.   

 1:00 PM Afternoon finds us traveling to Clermont, Kentucky to the home of Jim 

Beam*.  Start your visit at the American Outpost by experiencing 

“America’s First Family of Bourbon”, a film about the Beams’ family history 

and the bourbon making process.  Walk the Exhibit Hall and see how they 

make bourbon.  Check out the 200-year timeline showcasing some heirloom 

bottles of Beam before anyone called it “Beam”.  Stroll beyond the walls to 

outdoor exhibits featuring the Whiskey Rebels of the 1790’s: the tax-fighting 

patron saints of bourbon.  It also has one of the oldest moonshine stills in 

America, and a cooperage – or barrel making – exhibit.  Finally, you’ll visit a 

rack house and see first-hand how bourbon is gently aged. 

 3:00 PM Next, we travel to Frankfort, KY – the State Capitol and home of bourbon 

balls. 

 4:15 PM We arrive at the factory of Rebecca Ruth’s Candies*.  In 1919 two bored 

substitute schoolteachers – Rebecca & Ruth – began making candies.  Their 

Bourbon Whiskey Chocolate Candies are now a Kentucky tradition.  Enjoy a 

tour* with real factory operations.  The group will be split in ½ as part of the 

group will tour Rebecca Ruth and the other will tour* Frankfort and then the 

groups will switch so both have the opportunity to see both things. 

 6:00 PM With the group back together we depart for our dinner function – Bluegrass 

& Grinning*.  Wear your hats to dinner tonight!  All this takes place at the 

Glen Willis House.  Glen Willis House is an 1815 antebellum home which 

started out as a log cabin and is perched on the banks of the Kentucky River.  

The beautiful back porch is where the band will be, and you’ll be able to 

enjoy the outdoors with a short walk to the river if you choose.  Enjoy a 

Dinner Buffet* and enjoy the music as you dine. 

 8:00 PM We depart to check into our home for the next two nights – the Capital 

Plaza Frankfort*.  This hotel overlooks the Kentucky River in downtown 

Frankfort and some rooms provide a spectacular view of the capital city.  

This property is a full-service property as well. 

 



 

 

 

Day #4 – Thursday, September 28th: 
 Breakfast Buffet* is served here at the hotel.  Don’t forget to take your 

Derby Hats with you today to wear at our Tea party. 

 8:45 AM We depart for Lexington, KY. 

 9:30 AM We arrive at Waveland for a tour & Tea Party*.  Waveland was built in 

1847 for Joseph Bryan, a great-nephew of Daniel Boone.  With its Ionic 

columns and portico, frieze patterned 

after those on the Acropolis in 

Greece, 14-foot ceilings, and grand 

yet graceful demeanor, it is 

considered an excellent example of 

Greek revival architecture in 

Kentucky.  Its human story is that of 

life on a pre-Civil War hemp 

plantation.  Along with the house 

itself, slave quarters have been restored.  Our tour takes us through the 

Plantation Home, Slave Quarters, Smokehouse and Ice House. 

11:30 AM Let’s take our seats for our Southern Plantation Tea Party*.  You’ll be 

served tea first, then tea sandwiches, a different tea and then scones and 

finally finger desserts. 

 1:15 PM Our afternoon begins with a visit to the Kentucky Horse Park for a tour*.   

 The Horse Park is a showcase of museums, galleries, theaters and working 

farm exhibits, dedicated to man’s relationship with the horse.  Watch the 

harness maker and farrier at work and then visit the grave of the legendary 

“Man of War”.  More than 50 breeds of horses graze upon its lush pastures.  

Our tour includes a visit to the museum, a movie which runs continuously 

and a variety of timed events and a Horse Drawn Wagon Ride* around the 

property. 

 3:30 PM It’s time to depart for Midway, KY for some wine tasting. 

 3:45 PM We arrive at Equus Run Vineyards which is nestled on 35-acres in the heart 

of central Kentucky’s Bluegrass Region.  Amidst picturesque thoroughbred 

horse farms, historic stone fences and the quaint charm of Midway, KY, 

Equus Run is the perfect place to sit back & hear the story of the owner 

Cynthia Bohn, who, coincidentally, also serves as the vineyard manager, 

winemaker & captain of the team.  While here, you’ll enjoy some wine 

tasting*.   

 5:00 PM We depart Equus Run and head into Midway – a town that resembles 

Mayberry with a train that runs straight down the middle of the street.  We’ll 

enjoy a delicious Dinner @ Wilshire’s Restaurant* located in Georgetown 

near the General John Payne Home. 

 7:00 PM We make the short drive back to Frankfort to our hotel for the evening. 

 

 

Day #5 – Friday, September 29th: 
 Breakfast Buffet* is included here at the hotel. 

 9:00 AM We check out, board our coach and depart for Williamstown, KY – home to 

The ARK Encounter. 



 

 

10:00 AM We arrive at The ARK Encounter for a tour*.  This full-sized replica of 

Noah’s Ark is a massive wooden structure, the largest wooden timber 

structure IN THE WORLD!  The ARK contains three levels of exhibits – 

Before the Flood, During the Flood and After the Flood.  On the second 

level, you can watch a short 20-minute production of an interview with Noah.  

On the third level, you can watch another production on why the ARK was 

built.  Also, “How Do We 

Know The Bible Is True?” 

Exhibit is on this level.  Be 

sure you leave time to visit 

the vast Gift Shop.  This is a 

self-paced tour and there are 

plenty of areas to sit and rest 

before continuing with your 

tour.  Lunch is on your own 

today while here either in  

Kitchen or in the West 

Village. 

 3:00 PM It’s time to say “goodbye” to the ARK and depart for the Hampton Inn in 

Florence, KY.   

 3:30 PM We check into the Hampton Inn* and have time to freshen up before we 

depart for our evening dinner cruise. 

 5:15 PM Let’s board our coach and travel the short drive to Bellevue, KY – home to 

the Queen City Riverboats*.   

 5:35 PM We board the Queen City Riverboat for a wonderful evening Dinner Cruise 

with Contemporary Gospel Music*.  Have you ever heard a song that 

moved you to the point where you wanted to tell all of your friends about it?  

Well, that’s the type of feeling you may experience when listening to gospel 

music.  By its very definition, the term “gospel” means good news.  You’ll 

enjoy songs such as:  “Put Your Hand in the Hand”, “How Great Thou Art”, 

“I Believe”, “You’ll Never Walk Alone”, “Go Tell it on the Mountain” and 

many more.   

 8:30 PM Approximate arrival time back at the Hampton Inn for the evening. 

 

 

Day #6 – Saturday, September 30th: 
 Full Hot Breakfast* is served here at the hotel. 

 8:45 AM It’s time to check out and depart for home taking with us wonderful 

memories of our times together on this “All Things Kentucky” tour!  We’ll 

make rest & meal stops along the way as needed.  Note:  Don’t forget to set 

your watches back an hour upon entering Illinois and the Central Time 

Zone. 

 1:15 PM Approximate return time to Urbana. 

 2:15 PM Approximate return time to Normal. 

 3:00 PM Approximate return time to Morton. 

 3:30 PM Approximate return time to Peoria. 

 

 

 



 

 

Cost Per Person: 

Single: $1999.00     Double: $1765.00     Triple: $1650.00     Quad: $1590.00 

 
Tour Includes:  Deluxe Motorcoach Transportation, Professional Driver & Tour Hosts,  

Hotel Accommodations, Luggage Handling, All Attractions & Meals in bold print and  

marked with an asterisk* 

 

If you feel the Driver & Tour Hosts have done a good job, it is appropriate to tip them.   

We suggest $4 per customer per day for the Driver and $4 per customer per day for the  

Tour Hosts on this trip. 

 

Hotels: 
Days #1 & #2:      Days #3 & #4: 

Radisson Hotel     Capital Plaza Frankfort 

505 Marriott Drive     405 Wilkinson Blvd. 

Clarksville, IN  47129    Frankfort, KY 40601 

812-283-4411      502-227-5100 

 

 

Day #5: 

Hampton Inn 

393 Turfway Road 

Florence, KY  41042 

859-283-1600 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


