
 

PeoriaCharterTravel.com  
 

Rose Jordan-Pauli                      Amanda Schott               Marci McCarrey                                Beth Terry & Vicki Reid 

6035 Knoxville Ave.                    6035 Knoxville Ave.                   1503 E College Avenue                      825 W. Jackson St. 

Suite 101-B                                  Suite 101-B                                  Unit D                                                  Morton, IL 61550 

Peoria, IL 61614                         Peoria, IL 61614                          Normal, IL 61761                               (309) 266-8383               

(309) 688-9523 x130                   (309) 688-9523 x133                     (309) 662-6951 x129                           (309) 688-9523 x245 / x246      

                                                                               

 

 

Music’s Pathways through 

Tennessee featuring Bristol, Pigeon Forge, 

Nashville & Memphis 
April 28th – May 8th, 2023 

11 Days / 10 Nights 
 

Day #1 – Friday, April 28th: 
 5:30 AM Depart Peoria from Peoria Charter, 2600 NE Adams Street 

 6:00 AM Depart Morton from Wal Mart (behind Culvers), 155 E Courtland Street 

 6:40 AM Depart Normal from Schnuck’s off Raab Road, 1750 Bradford Lane 

traveling southeast towards Urbana.  We’ll make a 20-minute Rest Area stop 

before picking up in Urbana. 

 8:00 AM Depart Urbana from Peoria Charter, 1910 N Federal Drive again traveling 

southeast towards our home for the night in Berea, KY.  We’ll make rest and 

meal stops along the way as needed.  Note: Don’t forget to set your watches 

ahead an hour as we enter the Eastern Time Zone. 

 6:00 PM We arrive at the Historic Boone Tavern Hotel and enjoy a delicious 

Dinner* before retiring to our rooms for the night. 

 

 

Day #2 – Saturday, April 29th: 
 Breakfast* is included this morning before we check out and depart.  This 

morning we’ll visit the Kentucky Artisan Center* where everything is 

made in Kentucky.  This center features a 

wide range of Kentucky’s outstanding 

artisan products in its on-site gallery 

exhibit and shopping areas.  Here you’ll 

find superbly crafted glass, pottery, 

woodworking, metal work, paper, 

jewelry, specialty foods, music and 

books – works by over 650 Kentucky 

artisans living all across the Commonwealth.  Next, we travel to our next 

stop in Bristol, Tennessee where we’ll check into hotel and have time to 

freshen up before Dinner* at Cracker Barrel.   

 



This evening after dinner we drive to the remote community of Hiltons, VA 

for a special show at the Carter Fold.  This is hallowed ground, the original 

Carter Family lived here.  For tonight, we’ll be seated at the music center, 

also known as “The Fold,” for an evening of old-time mountain music.  

Tonight’s concert is a tribute to Maybelle’s daughter June, and her husband 

Johnny Cash.  Did you know that June Carter wrote “Ring of Fire” in the 

early 60’s, several years before she married Johnny?  You’ll hear songs like 

“Jackson” and “Long Legged Guitar Pickin Man” as our tribute artists 

recreate their love and music at the ancestral home.  Note: The Carter Fold is 

a rustic and eclectic theater with festival seating. 

 

 

Day #3 – Sunday, April 30th: 
 This morning you’ll enjoy a Gospel Brunch @ Heartwood Craft Center*.  

It’s Sunday Morning in southwestern Virginia and it begins with a Gospel 

Brunch at the SW Virginia Cultural Center (formerly Heartwood).  This is a 

modern artisan center and blends Appalachian heritage, local craftsmanship 

(arts) with culinary delights.  You’ll enjoy live Gospel Music from local 

mountain musicians and a beautiful buffet filled with farm fresh Virginia 

foods.  You’ll also have time to shop for Virginia Mountain art & craft work.  

Sightseeing in Abingdon will include other local sights as time allows.  Next, 

we’ll visit the Birthplace of Country Music Museum*.  This museum in 

affiliation with the Smithsonian Institute, tells the story of our music 

heritage.  From the Bristol Sessions and beyond, our region continues to 

influence music around the world.  The museum embodies this 

accomplishment and promotes Bristol as the Birthplace of Country Music.  

See why Bristol is home to the “big bang” of country music and browse the 

award-winning interactive exhibits.  Dinner* is included at the museum 

complete with entertainment*.  You’ll hear live music from local mountain 

musicians and even play Bango Bingo! 

 

 

Day #4 – Monday, May 1st: 
 Breakfast* is served before we check out and depart for Pigeon Forge, 

Tennessee!  Upon arrival in Pigeon Forge, we arrive at Dollywood’s Theme 

Park* where you’ll have the entire day to 

explore and enjoy the park on your own.  

Dollywood is known for its world-class 

entertainment, amazing thrill rides, and 

family friendly adventure.  Here you’ll 

enjoy live stage shows, The Dolly Museum, 

real train rides, the American Eagle habitat 

and more.  As you explore, watch the many 

master craftsmen and artisans at work 

proudly continuing the centuries-old-

traditions of hand-making their arts & crafts with daily demonstrations.  

While here you’ll have a $15 meal voucher* to use towards dinner.  After a 

great time at Dollywood, we’ll check into our hotel for the next 2 nights – the 

Country Cascades Resort Hotel*.  



 And finally, we depart for the Country Tonite Theatre for a fantastic show.  

In this fast-paced production you’ll enjoy a variety of dynamic singing and 

dancing, side-splitting comedy, powerful gospel, and American patriotism.  

From the strong talent of the youth performers to the experienced veterans of 

the Country Tonite stage and song, the love of God, family and country 

resonates throughout the show. 

 

 

Day #5 – Tuesday, May 2nd: 
 Breakfast* is included this morning here at the hotel before we set out for 

our Pink Jeep-Foothills Parkway tour*.  Today we’ll explore the newest 

opened section of the Foothills Parkway through Wears Valley, Townsend, 

and the Great Smoky Mountains National Park.  Experience the charming 

town of Townsend, TN to take in a bit of park information.  Next, it’s onto 

the Foothills Parkway to see scenic overlooks and panoramic photo 

opportunities and to see the highest mountains in the Smokies.  Also, while 

on the tour, your guide will share natural interpretive information about 

Flora, Fauna, Geology, and history of the area.  Welcome to the peaceful side 

of the Smokies as you board your passenger bus journey with a guided tour* 

on an 11-mile, one-lane loop road into the remote Cades Cove.  This hidden 

valley is framed by picturesque mountain peaks and was hunted by the 

Cherokee for centuries before Europeans arrived around 1820.  Many of the 

original 19 structures from that community of almost 300 people still stand 

including three churches, log homes and a water mill near the visitor’s center.  

Here you are literally walking through history with nature by your side.  The 

Cove is one of the Smokies best wildlife viewing areas with herds of white-

tailed deer, black bear, coyote, turkey, raccoon, and others.  Tonight’s dining 

and entertainment will be at Dolly 

Parton’s Stampede Dinner Show*.    

This show is filled with a friendly 

North & South competition, thrilling 

horse riding stunts, spectacular 

special effects, phenomenal musical 

productions plus a mouth-watering 

four-course feast complete with a 

delicious dessert!  Also, Stampede’s Skeeter & Nugget show delivers a huge 

helping of family-friendly comedy at every show! 

 

 

Day #6 – Wednesday, May 3rd: 
 Breakfast* is served this morning before we depart for our next destination – 

Nashville, Tennessee!  Upon arrival in Nashville, we’ll enjoy a Nashville 

Troubadour Tour*.  Troubadour Music Sightseeing is an “Only in 

Nashville” kind of experience.  Bringing new meaning to the phrase 

“Entertaining Narrative” it’s sightseeing with a singer/songwriter guide.  The 

tour will include Downtown Nashville’s colorful history with drive-bys of 

the historic Ryman Auditorium, Tootsie’s Orchid Lounge, Honky Tonk Row, 

Ernest Tubb’s Record Shop and The Bluebird Café.  Plus, you’ll hear what 

it’s like trying to break into Nashville’s music scene, both the struggles and 

the victories.   



As an added bonus, your Troubadour will perform some of his or her original 

songs! Then, we’ll take a Guided Tour of the Ryman Auditorium* and 

learn the history of this famous building.  If available, they may also be able 

to take you backstage for a brief look into how the Stars get ready before 

they perform.  This is only if they don’t have a venue that day.  Known as the 

“Mother Church of Country Music,” the Ryman has been one of the 

country’s premiere concert venues for more than 100 years.  Established in 

1892 as the Union Gospel Tabernacle, Ryman Auditorium is a National 

Historic Landmark and a must see for any Nashville visitor. Most famous as 

the home of the Grand Ole Opry from 1943 – 1974, there is far more to the 

story of Music City’s most recognizable icon.  It’s time to check into our 

downtown Nashville hotel for the next 3 nights.  Dinner* tonight will be at 

Ole Red’s – inspired by Opry member Blake Shelton’s clever, irreverent 

song about the Warden’s dog – Ol’ Red. 

 

 

Day #7 – Thursday, May 4th: 
 Breakfast* is served this morning and then we’re off to the Country Music 

Hall of Fame & Studio B for tours*.  What started in 1957 as a sketch on a 

dinner napkin quickly became the birthplace to more than 35,000 legendary 

songs and more than 1,000 popular hits.  Located on renowned Music Row, 

Historic RCA Studio B is one of the most famous studios in the world.  

Songs were recorded by artists such as Dolly Parton, Elvis Presley, Roy 

Orbison, and even more recently, Martina McBride and Carrie Underwood.  

Hear the stories behind the legendary recordings and view some of the 

original instruments used in producing over 1,000 hit records on this Private 

Tour.  Then you’ll have time at the Country Music Hall of Fame where there 

is a fabulous collection of historical costumes, memorabilia, 

instruments, photographs, manuscripts and 

other objects that tell the story of 

Country music.  While in Nashville 

experience a visit to the Johnny Cash 

Museum*.  This museum 

features a world-class collection 

of items that tell the story of his 

life.  This evening we’ll enjoy the Nashville Nightlife Dinner & Show*.  

This evening you’ll enjoy a delicious dinner followed by the “Best of 

Country” Show.  Hear songs from many of the great artists in country music 

history along with today’s hottest superstars.  Enjoy songs from Hank 

Williams Sr. and Patsy Cline to the superstars of today like Sara Evans and 

Toby Keith! 

 

 

Day #8 – Friday, May 5th: 
 Breakfast* is included this morning before we spend another full day 

enjoying what Nashville has to offer!  This morning you’ll start your day by 

laughing your way through the Smoky Mountains as you step aboard the 

Redneck Comedy Bus*.  

 



 For the next 2 hours you’ll be provided with sightseeing, fun & adventure 

that you won’t soon forget.  Next, we’ll step aboard the General Jackson 

Showboat* for their mid-day Luncheon Cruise*.  It’s the world’s grandest 

showboat that offers a delicious meal and entertainment while cruising the 

majestic Cumberland River.  Following our cruise, we head to Madame 

Tussaud’s Wax Museum for a tour*.  See and hear the music from the 

1950’s when families gathered around their radio listening to the Grand Ole 

Opry.  Hear the creativity flow as the lyrics carry you to a time and place 

where Rock & Roll was all that mattered, Jerry Garcia & Janis Joplin are 

here celebrating the summer of 69.  You can dance, sing, and take a selfie 

with yesterday’s music legends and todays Top 40’s icons.  

Dinner* is included at the Opry Backstage Grill on Music 

Valley Drive before we find our seats for the evening 

performance at the Grand Ole Opry*.  For more than 85 

years, country’s best have mesmerized audiences at the Grand 

Ole Opry Live Radio Show, the show that made country music 

famous.  Each Opry show features an array of performances by 

new stars, superstars and legends of country music as well as 

great bluegrass, comedy and more.   

 

 

Day #9 – Saturday, May 6th: 
 Breakfast* is included this morning before we depart towards Memphis!  

Leaving Nashville and bound for Memphis, we’ll visit the Carnegie 

Legends Museum* in Jackson, TN.  Here the alleys and honkytonks of 

Jackson a rich mixture of country music and blues, fueled by moonshine, 

created the setting where the first rock music (Rockabilly) was heard on 

planet earth.  It was written and played here by Carl Perkins and others even 

before it was recorded in Memphis.  Rock & Blues is somehow in the air 

here, how else can you explain Jackson as the source for the Hard Rock Café 

and The House of Blues?  Jackson was the site of the very first Hard Rock 

Café in America, launched by the hometown boy, Isaac Tigrett.  An you can 

revisit this magic and touch the greatness standing at ground zero for the 

birth of Rock ‘n’ Roll.  Next, we’ll visit the Western Tennessee Heritage 

Center* celebrating the music, cotton and beauty of the Tennessee Delta.  

Located conveniently between Memphis and Nashville, it features the home 

of Blue pioneer “Sleepy” John Estes and Flagg Grove School, the childhood 

school of Tina Turner.  This museum is now home to a collection of the 

Queen of Rock’s personal memorabilia including costumes and gold records.  

Even her high school yearbook is included among the treasures.  Then we’ll 

visit the Rock ‘n’ Soul Museum for a tour*.  Created by the Smithsonian 

Institution, it tells the story of musical pioneers who, for the love of music, 

overcame racial and socio-economic barriers to create the music that shook 

the entire world.  We’ll then check into our Downtown Memphis Hotel for 

the next 2 nights before heading out for Dinner* at the Blues City Café.  

After dinner, you’ll have free time to explore Beale Street on your own. 

 

 

 

 



Day #10 – Sunday, May 7th: 
 Breakfast* is included this morning before we set out on our Memphis 

MoJo Tour & Sun Studios*.  Today our tour includes all the sights and fun 

of a Memphis MoJo Tour plus a guided tour of Sun Studio, the studio that 

launched the careers of Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl 

Perkins, BB King, Howlin’ Wolf, Roy Orbison and many more.  Get your 

photo taken at the microphone where Elvis recorded or next to Jerry Lee’s 

piano!  Following the MoJo Tour, we’re off to tour Stax Museum*.  With 

more than 2,000 cultural artifacts, music exhibits, video footage, and items of 

memorabilia, the museum is designed to preserve and promote the legacy of 

American soul music, particularly that of Stax Records.  Next, we find 

ourselves at the Graceland Complex for a tour*.  

This one-of-a-kind experience will lead you on 

Elvis’s fascinating journey to superstardom.  You’ll 

experience the cultural changes that led to the birth 

of Rock ‘n’ Roll and see, first-hand, how Elvis 

became the most celebrated entertainer in the world. 

Dinner* is included at Graceland’s new themed 

restaurant – Vernon’s Smokehouse, which offers 

authentic Memphis BBQ fare.   

 

 

Day #11 – Monday, May 8th: 
 Breakfast* is included  

 8:00 AM We depart for home making rest and meal stops along the way as needed. 

 5:00 PM Approximate arrival time back in Lincoln where the Shuttle Van or Coach 

will be waiting to take the Normal & Urbana passengers home. 

 5:30 PM Approximate arrival time back in Morton. 

 6:00 PM Approximate arrival time back in Peoria. 

 6:00 PM Approximate arrival time back in Normal. 

 7:00 PM Approximate arrival time back in Urbana. 

 

Cost Per Person: 

Single:  $4675.00    Double:  $3738.00    Triple:  $3278.00    Quad:  $3048.00 

 
Tour Includes:  Deluxe Motorcoach Transportation, Hotel Accommodations, Luggage  

Handling, All Attractions & Meals in Bold print and marked with an asterisk* 

 

If you feel the Driver & Tour Hosts have done a good job, it is appropriate to tip them.   

We suggest $4 per customer per day for the Driver and $4 per customer per day for the  

Tour Hosts on this trip. 

 

Hotels: 
To Be Determined 


